The changing view of our solar system

The world’s astronomers are to vote on a new definition of the word
“planet” which could see our solar system expanded from nine to 12
spherical bodies. If approved, there are likely to be more planets to come

PLANETS IN REVISED SOLAR SYSTEM Not to scale
% Proposed new planet

Sun Venus

Pluto and
% Charon

Three
outermost
planets to

) be classed
Mercury_ll| Earth Ceresk Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune “plutons”

JUDGING CRITERIA | Object must orbit a star but must not itself be a star
- Object must have enough mass for gravity to make it a roughly spherical shape
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*Time taken to orbit sun in Earth years. KBO = Kuiper Belt Object to scale
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