
© GRAPHIC NEWS

World’s largest marine sanctuary
President Bush is to designate an island chain spanning nearly 2,250km of
the Pacific Ocean as a national monument. The reserve – a string of largely
uninhabited islands, atolls, coral reefs and underwater peaks – is home to

more than 7,000 species, at least a quarter of them found nowhere else
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Region contains 70% of tropical,
shallow-water coral reefs in U.S., rookery for
14 million seabirds, and last refuge for endangered
Hawaiian monk seal (left), and nesting green sea turtle

At 360,000sq km, reserve is world’s largest protected
marine area, just ahead of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef
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