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China’s Three
Gorges Dam

The Three Gorges Dam, sited on the middle reaches of
the Yangtze River, is the world’s largest hydroelectric
project. Supporters say the $29bn-project provides
critical flood control and much-needed hydroelectric
power but critics predict an environmental disaster

Sources: China Three Gorges Project, ABB Pictures: Associated Press

POWER
GENERATION:
Twenty-six 700-megawatt generators bring overall
capacity to 18,200MW, producing 84.7bn kilowatt hours

of electricity annually –
equivalent to 10%
of China’s
electricity
needs
in 2009
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POPULATION
Project has required
evacuation of 1.13 million
people, sometimes by force.
Government says dam protects
15 million others from flood threat

ENVIRONMENT
Government says
power plant will decrease
CO2 emissions by 100m tons,
lessening greenhouse effect.
Critics say Yangtze will lose
ability to generate oxygen
as dam slows river, turning
reservoir into giant cesspool

Yangtze River Dolphin: Increase in
erosion downstream of dam could
adversely affect habitat of world’s

rarest freshwater
dolphin
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