U.S. poverty on the increase

America’s largest network of food banks, soup kitchens and shelters
served 25.3 million people last year, a nine percent increase from 2001.
The official poverty rate in the United States has increased for four
consecutive years, from a 26-year low of 11.3% in 2000 to 12.7% in 2004
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Percentage of people living in poverty by race and origin, 2004
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