
China expands secretive desert base
Beijing is rapidly reshaping a remote desert airfield in western China,
 with satellite imagery showing new construction that could support

testing of advanced military aircraft such as the J-36 stealth jet
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CHENGDU J-36 Cockpit: Two crew
in side-by-side seating

Length: 23m

Wingspan: 24m

Flight control:
Engine thrust and
multiple flaps steer
aircraft in lieu of
tail-control surfaces

Design: Diamond-shaped
tailless airframe maximises
stealth by reducing radar
cross-section

Intakes: Dorsal and twin side
inlets feed three-engine configuration

Electro-optical
targeting system

Engine
exhausts


