In keeping with the tone of his entire papacy, Francis, the 266th pope
In searCh since St Peter, has left instructions for a simpler funeral — and burial

of St Peter away from the iconic site of Jesus’ apostle’s crucifixion by the
Roman emperor, Nero
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2nd century: Shrine, 1506: Pope Julius Il lays first stone
Trophy of Gaius, erected of present-day St Peter’s Basilica
over Peter’s grave Designed by 10 architects,
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— first Roman emperor to Michaelangelo, construction
embrace Christianity — builds  takes 120 years during reigns
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Maria Maggiore. The last pope to break with tradition

Pope Francis will be buried in the Basilica of Santa
in this way was Leo XIil in 1903
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and hardwood caskets
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