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Lethal air pollution plagues South Asia
In the first month of 2025, severe air pollution has affected South Asian

countries such as Pakistan, Nepal, India and Bangladesh – notably
spreading cancer-inducing particulate matter known as PM2.5
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PM2.5 POLLUTION – Composite image
Jan 1-29, 2025, cubic micrometers (µm3)
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When inhaled, PM2.5
can enter bloodstream
and is linked to asthma,
heart disease, lung
disease and cancerSources: Copernicus, California Air Resources Board
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