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China’s Belt and Road loans
China’s investment in the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has expanded

to 148 countries in the decade since it was founded in 2013, while
investment has surpassed US$1 trillion
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Sep 2013: President
Xi Jinping (above)
proposes BRI.
Initiative aims
to build trade 
network connecting
Asia with Europe
and Africa along
ancient Silk Road
routes

2023: Investment
rises 24% – size
of construction
projects falls to
below $400m
each on average 

2019: China
issues debt
sustainability
framework for
BRI investments
to reduce risks for
Chinese investors

2020: BRI loans
fall by 42.6%

$1,054.4bn
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