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Tour de France 2023
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Yellow jersey first awarded in 1919 to help spectators identify race
leader. Instantly recognisable and highly sought after, it has
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Le Tour: Start to finish

B 1903: Henri Desgrange
(right), editor of L’Auto sports
newspaper, creates Tour de
France to boost sales.
Maurice Garin of France

is first winner

01904: Cheating

crisis — some riders take trains
and sabotage rivals’ bicycles

Source: Le Tour,
Encyclopedia of the Yellow Jersey

B 1986: American

Greg LeMond becomes
first non-European winner

B 1989: Lemond

defeats Laurent Fignon
by eight seconds,
smallest margin

of victory in

1905

Inaugural mountain
climb, on Ballon

B 1937: perailleur

systems permit gear
changes without
d’Alsace removing wheels
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Desgrange introduces Fausto Coppi wins
yellow jersey by postwar record of
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(L’Auto is printed 28 mins, 27 secs Tour history
on yellow paper)
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by national squads  on Mont Ventoux man to win five Designed
consecutive in 1971
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