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1881: The world’s first electric tram line 
opened in Germany, using a trolley pole 
to feed power from electric wires strung 
above the route
1929: The movie Wings won best 
film as the first Academy Awards 
were presented in Hollywood
1960: The first optical laser was 
demonstrated in California
2013: Apple hit 50 billion downloads 
on its App Store, just five years after 
its launch

The first Sino-Soviet summit in 
30 years, between leaders Deng 
Xiaoping and Mikhail Gorbachev, 
ended a lengthy feud between 
China and the Soviet Union
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