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1978: NASA selected its first women 
astronauts 15 years after the Soviet 
Union sent a woman into orbit
1998: UN inspectors were banned 
from searching for chemical and 
biological weapons in Iraq
1998: Gay writer Alfredo Ormando set 
himself on fire in Rome in protest over 
homophobia in the Catholic Church
2003: Astronomers reported the 
discovery of three new moons orbiting 
Neptune, bringing the total to 11

Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs, Walt Disney’s first full 
length Technicolour animation, 
went on general release following 
its world premiere in December
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