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1983:  A thunderstorm drowned 
100,000 chickens in South Africa after 
the announcement of a “day of prayer” 
to end a drought
1993: Russia and the U.S. signed the 
Start II Treaty, eliminating about 
two-thirds of their nuclear stockpiles
2009: Bitcoin came into existence with 
the mining of the Genesis block
2022: Richard Leakey, whose fossil 
discoveries helped prove that 
humankind evolved in Africa, died

China issued its first-ever 
nationwide red alert for smog, with 
air pollution in Beijing and other 
major cities so bad that flights 
were delayed and roads closed
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