January 10, 1997

A The West African nation of
Benin declared January 10 a
national voodoo holiday, a year
after recognising voodoo as an
official religion in the country

1863: The world’s first underground
railway, the Metropolitan line, entered
service in London

1949: The first vinyl records, an
analogue sound recording made
from a flat disc with an inscribed
modulated grove, were introduced
1993: Italy’s new highway code banned
kissing and other amorous effusions at
the wheel

1997: Arnoldo Aleman was sworn in
as president of Nicaragua
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