U.S.-led boycott of Beijing Olympic Games

Australia, Britain and Canada have joined the United States in a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Winter
Olympics in February, motivated by what they argue are widespread human rights abuses by China
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London, 1908: Some
Irish athletes boycott
Games, not wanting
to represent Great
Britain, which would
not acknowledge

Irish independence
for another 14 years,

Melbourne, 1956:
Egypt, Lebanon and
Iraq boycott due to
Suez Crisis. China
boycotts because
Taiwan competes.
Netherlands, Spain
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also boycott
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Los Angeles, 1984:
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Berlin, 1936: After
almost boycotting,
U.S. coaches instead
pull Jewish American
athletes out of
competition. Some
other Jewish
competitors later die
in Holocaust

Tokyo, 1964

South Africa banned*
due to apartheid.
Indonesia and North
Korea pull out when
10C bars athletes
who competed in
Games of the New
Emerging Forcest

Munich, 1972.
Black September
terror group takes 11
Israeli team members
hostage, demanding
release of 234
Palestinians. All
hostages die in failed
rescue attempt
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Moscow, 1980:
Sixty-five countries
boycott Moscow
Summer Games,
less than one year
after Soviet Union
invades Afghanistan,
leaving 80 countries
to compete

*Ban upheld until 1992 Barcelona Games, when South Africa promised to send diverse team of athletes. 71963 Games of the New Emerging Forces
(GANEFO) was short-lived competition established by Indonesia in direct competition with Olympic Games, mainly for athletes of so-called “emerging nations”
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