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1866: The American yacht Henrietta 
won the first transatlantic yacht race, 
reaching England in 13 days
1979: Afghanistan was invaded by 
Soviet troops, the start of a grinding 
nine-year campaign 
1990: The World Wide Web came into 
being, implemented by British computer 
scientist Tim Berners-Lee
1999: Russian forces entered the 
Chechen capital Grozny, amid fierce 
resistance from Islamic fighters 

The Soviet Union ceased to 
exist after the resignation of 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
taking power
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