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*ka = one thousand years ago

EVIDENCE OF INTENTIONAL BURIAL

@ Mtoto’s flexed body, lying on right side
with knees drawn toward chest,
testifies to deliberate preparation

@ Position of
head suggests
support —
such as pillow

—may have
been present,
indicating

some form of Support Reconstruction of
funerary rite child’s original position

6 ‘B @ Microscopic analysis
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Remains of
3-year-old
Homo sapiens
named Mtoto —

“child” in Swabhili
— found at cave
Partial

skeleton

shows body was
rapidly covered
by sediment,
scooped up from
cave floor, and
decomposed in situ
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