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1869: A “sweeping machine”, the 
earliest suction type vacuum cleaner, 
was patented in the U.S.
1887: Herman Hollerith patented a 
system of using punched cards to 
hold digital data
1949: George Orwell’s novel 1984 was 
published, warning of a world controlled 
by Big Brother and the Thought Police
1992: The first World Oceans Day 
was celebrated to foster public 
interest in sustainable development

New Zealand lifted almost all 
coronavirus restrictions as it 
reported no active cases. Premier 
Jacinda Ardern was widely praised 
for her swift response to the crisis
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