
Debate over huge container ships
The blocking of the Suez Canal by a 220,000-tonne ship is
bringing into question whether vessels have outgrown the

infrastructure needed to support them

Sources: Allianz Global Corporate & Specialty (AGCS),
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) © GRAPHIC NEWS
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*Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit – standard unit for describing ship’s cargo capacity

Size comparison:
London Eye;

Pyramid
of Khufu;

Eiffel Tower;
Empire State

Building

Container capacity
has increased 1,500%
since 1968 and
almost doubled
over last decade

2009: 7,857 – wake of
global financial crisis

GLOBAL MARITIME TRADE
(Selected years, million tonnes loaded)
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More than 90% of global
trade is moved by sea
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