
Sources: Alphaliner, Seatrade-maritime.com Picture: Getty Images

Containership fleet hit by pandemic
The Covid-19 pandemic has impacted global shipping, with falling

demand leaving a record three million containers idle – some
12.9 percent of the worldwide fleet

Inactive containership capacity (million TEUs – 20-foot equivalent units)
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2016: Hanjin Shipping
bankruptcy. 1.59 million
TEUs taken out of service – 
7.6% of global fleet’s
21-million capacity

2009-10: Global
financial crisis
1.5 million TEUs
idle – 11.7% of
13.02-million
global capacity

2020: Coronavirus pandemic
Idle containership fleet expected
to reach 3 million of global fleets’
23.23 million TEUs


