Understanding the viral battleground

Clinicians have traced the brutal rampage wrought by the coronavirus
through the body, from the lungs — ground zero - to the heart and
blood vessels, kidneys, gut, and brain
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White blood cells destroy
virus-infected alveoli.
Alveoli fill with fluid, white
blood cells and mucus. Oxygen
uptake is diminished, causing
coughing, fever, and laboured breathing

HEART: Virus may directly attack
lining of heart and blood
vessels — both rich in ACE2 receptors
— and damage ventricles.
Risk of thrombosis — blood clots
that can cause organ failure

BRAIN: Swelling (encephalitis),
seizures or strokes.
Infection depresses brain stem
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