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How Covid-19 compares to past pandemics
The new coronavirus disease (Covid-19) has spread to nearly every

country in the world since it first emerged in China three months ago,
drawing parallels with some of history’s most deadly pandemics
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NUMBER OF PEOPLE KILLED IN PANDEMICS
1900-2020

At least 50 million

1918-19
“Spanish flu”
(H1N1 virus)

About 500 million people
infected (one-third of
world’s population)
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(H2N2 virus)
1.1 million
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“Hong Kong flu”
(H3N2 virus)
1 million
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Up to 575,000

2019-
Covid-19
Over 35,000
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