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Surge in U.S. opioid deaths 
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The largest civil trial in American history will take place in Cleveland,
Ohio, to determine responsibility for an opioid epidemic which has

led to almost 400,000 deaths over the past 19 years
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Defendants: Include “Big Three” pharmaceutical
companies which allegedly distributed
more than 80% of drugs at issue
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2009: One in eight
Americans uses
opioid analgesics

2017: 28,466 deaths
involving synthetic
opioids

All opioid deaths
between

1999 and 2017
399,212

Prescription
 opioid deaths
217,530


