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1884: The world’s first modern 
rollercoaster opened at New York’s 
Coney Island
1999: U.S. athlete Maurice Greene 
set a new world 100m record of 9.79 
seconds
2004: Iran warned it could develop a 
nuclear weapons programme if the 
IAEA criticised it for lack of cooperation
2009: The four emerging “BRIC” 
powers, Brazil, Russia, India and 
China, held their first summit

In a moving ceremony, Nelson 
Mandela stepped down as South 
Africa’s first black president. He 
was succeeded by ANC leader 
Thabo Mbeki
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