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1774: Rhode Island became the first 
U.S. colony to ban the import of slaves
1992: The Earth Summit in Rio de 
Janeiro agreed on a course of action 
to counter the global environmental 
crisis
2007: A gigantic birdlike dinosaur, 
comparable in size to Tyrannosaurus 
Rex, was found in Inner Mongolia
2009: North Korea threatened to take 
military action against the U.S. and 
its allies over UN sanctions

Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
and German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl agreed in principle that East 
and West Germany should be 
reunited
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