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Today in History

May 20, 1939

A Pan American Airways began
the first regular airmail service
across the Atlantic. A trans-Pacific
service (pictured above) had been
introduced in 1935

1609: The complete collection of
William Shakespeare’s 154 sonnets
was first published by Thomas Thorpe

1959: Parisian Guy Trebert became
the first person to be arrested
through an identikit picture

1979: Elton John performed in
Leningrad, becoming the first Western
solo artist to tour the Soviet Union
2009: An inquiry in Ireland concluded
that the Catholic Church knew that
sexual abuse of boys was “endemic”
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