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1949: Britain officially recognised the 
state of Israel, established by Israel’s 
declaration of independence in 1948
1999: Serb forces carried out 
another massacre of civilians in 
Kosovo
2004: A woman in Gujarat, India, gave 
birth to her own twin grandchildren, 
acting as a surrogate for her daughter
2009: Unemployment in Germany 
rose to 3.27 million (7.8 percent) as 
the global financial crisis worsened

China and Taiwan resumed the 
first direct commercial flights 
since 1949, when Mao Zedong 
took control of China and Chiang 
Kai-shek retreated to Taiwan
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