December 23, 1958

A The Tokyo Tower, the world’s
tallest free-standing steel tower,
was dedicated in Japan. The 333m
comms tower was inspired by the
301m Eiffel Tower in Paris

1888: In a fit of depression Dutch painter
Vincent van Gogh cut off his left ear
1938: During the Spanish Civil War,
nationalist forces began an offensive
to capture Barcelona

1948: General Hideki Tojo, the chief
instigator of Japan’s attack on Pearl
Harbour, was hanged for war crimes
2007: Nepal decided to abolish the
country’s 240-year-old monarchy to
persuade former Maoist rebels to
rejoin an interim administration
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