China builds first Antarctic airbase

China is building a permanent airfield in Antarctica as Beijing
ence over the polar region
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New base will free aircraft

for China’s South Pole ambitions
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15 countries have built Desta L oita, OCEAN

over 50 permanent airfields
in Antarctica — U.S., Russia,

Britain, Australia, New Zealand, France,
Italy, Germany, Chile, Argentina, Norway,

South Africa, Belgium, Japan and India
Sources: SCMP, Flightjournal

Fifth station under
construction at Terra
Nova Bay, expected
to open in 2023
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