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2003: U.S. forces captured Abid Hamid 
Mahmoud al-Tikriti, a key adviser to 
Saddam Hussein
2003: Italy granted immunity from 
prosecution to top government 
officials, blocking Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi’s corruption trial
2006: A Gustav Klimt portrait looted 
during World War II was sold for a then 
record price of $135m
2006: Catalonia won autonomy from 
Madrid following a referendum

Astronaut Sally Ride became 
the first American woman in space 
when she was launched into orbit 
aboard the space shuttle 
Challenger
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