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1873: King Amadeo of Spain abdicated, 
leading to the proclamation of the first 
Spanish republic
1993: General Motors posted a $23.5 
billion loss for 1992, then the largest 
in U.S. corporate history
2009: The communication satellites 
Iridium 33 and Kosmos 2251 were 
destroyed when they collided in space
2015: Francesco Schettino, captain 
of the shipwrecked Costa Concordia, 
was sentenced to 16 years in prison 

Pope Benedict XVI declared his 
intention to retire, citing old age 
and increasing infirmity. The first 
pontiff to retire since 1415, he took 
the title Pope Emeritus
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