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32 teams contest total of 64 matches,
played at 12 venues, over four weeks
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Top two from each group progress to knockout stage

ROLL CALL OF CHAMPIONS

If scores level after 90 minutes, knockout stage matches go into extra-time. Matches remaining level decided on penalties
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Host nation

Opened in 1956 as Central
Lenin Stadium, flagship
stadium of Communist
Russia – hosted 1980
Summer Olympics
and Champions
League final
in 2008

Reopened in Nov 2017
after four-year, €350m

renovation to expand
roof structure,

increase capacity
and preserve
iconic Soviet
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Luzhniki Stadium
Capacity: 80,000

Venues

Kaliningrad
Stadium
35,000

Kaliningrad
Stadium
35,000

Saint Petersburg
Stadium, 67,000
Saint Petersburg
Stadium, 67,000

Moscow:
Luzhniki Stadium
Capacity: 80,000
Spartak Stadium
45,000

Moscow:
Luzhniki Stadium
Capacity: 80,000
Spartak Stadium
45,000

Rostov Arena
45,000

Rostov Arena
45,000

Sochi: Fisht
Olympic
Stadium

48,000

Sochi: Fisht
Olympic
Stadium

48,000

Saransk:
Mordovia Arena

44,000

Saransk:
Mordovia Arena

44,000
Volgograd
Arena
45,000

Volgograd
Arena
45,000

Kazan
Arena
45,000

Kazan
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45,000
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45,000
Samara Arena
45,000

Yekaterinburg:
Ekaterinburg

Arena
35,000

Yekaterinburg:
Ekaterinburg

Arena
35,000

Nizhny Novgorod
Stadium, 45,000

Nizhny Novgorod
Stadium, 45,000

Russia 2018: FIFA World Cup
Russia hosts the FIFA World Cup for the first time, but the lowest ranked team in the
tournament faces a huge challenge to compete with the world’s top footballing powers

RED AMBITION: Russia finished fourth in 1966, as Soviet Union, but
Russian Federation team has yet to qualify from group stage

Joshua
Kimmich

New German
star, 23, set to
shine on world

stage after meteoric
rise to fame with

Bayern Munich Igor Akinfeev
Russia captain and
veteran goalkeeper
crucial to host
nation’s hopes – 
over 100 caps
for his country

Telstar
2018
Official
World Cup
match
ball Top goalscorers:

Poland’s Robert
Lewandowski (right)

and Mohammad
Al-Sahlawi of

Saudi Arabia both
scored 16 goals in
qualifying matches
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JUNE 14 - JULY 15

Germany qualified
with superlative

10-game winning
streak – scoring

43 goals

WINNING FEELING: Victory for Germany would equal Brazil’s five
World Cup crowns and be first successive title win since 1962
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Win ratio: 67.3%
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54.2%
54.5%
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54.0%
41.9%

45
42

66
Tournament wins: 70

29
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*Did not qualify for
World Cup 2018
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