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Australia’s oldest naval mystery solved
A Royal Australian Navy vessel, the first
Allied submarine lost in World War I, has
been found after a 103-year search, lying
at a depth of 300m off the Duke of York
Islands in Papua New Guinea
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Sep 14: Accompanied
by HMAS Parramatta,

AE1 leaves Blanche
Bay to patrol off Cape
Gazelle. Last seen by 
Parramatta at 3.30pm.

Presumed sunk after
striking uncharted

reef

AE1
Length: 55m

Beam: 6.86m
Displacement: 760 tonnes

Aug 1914: AE1 and
sister vessel AE2
deployed to then
German protectorate
of New Guinea

Sep 14, 1914:
AE1 lost at sea
with all 35 crew
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