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1970: Hafez al-Assad seized power in 
Syria in a bloodless military coup
1982: The Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial was dedicated to more 
than 58,000 U.S. men and women 
killed or missing in the Vietnam War
2008: Investors dumped Russian 
assets over fears that the country’s 
economy was in crisis
2015: Coordinated terrorist attacks 
in Paris killed 130 people at a 
concert hall, stadium and bars

Soviet military engineer Mikhail 
Kalashnikov completed the 
development of the AK-47, the 
world’s most commonly used 
assault rifle
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