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North Korea’s recent nuclear weapons test is fuelling concerns over a
potential high-altitude electromagnetic pulse (EMP) attack which could

cripple power supplies and electronic systems across a wide area
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Nuclear warhead

Explodes above Earth’s
atmosphere, releasing
burst of gamma rays –
very high energy
electromagnetic
radiation
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HOW EMP ATTACK WORKS

EMP: Electrons
interact with Earth’s
magnetic field,
creating brief but
intense burst of
downward-moving
radiation

Pulse does not
directly kill or
injure humans but
produces energy
surge that can
overload and
wreck unprotected
electrical systems
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