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The U.S. and its Pacific allies could intercept North Korean missiles
launched in the direction of Guam, but much of the technology is yet
to be battle-tested and experts say there is no guarantee it will work

Hwasong-12: North Korea planning to fire four intermediate-range
ballistic missiles to splash into ocean about 30-40km from Guam

THAAD*: Radar could
track hostile missile launch.
Interception occurs as missile
re-enters atmosphere

Aegis: Ship-based SM-3
interceptors engage enemy
missile in midcourse phase,
above Earth’s atmosphere
Patriot: Short-range
PAC-3 system can shoot
down slower missiles in
final phase of flight

Ground-based Midcourse
Defense (GMD): Total of 36
interceptors designed to
protect U.S. mainland
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