o Saturn mission in epic “Grand Finale” Cassini

NASA’s Cassini spacecraft enters the final stages of its remarkable exploration
of Saturn with a series of 22 dives between the planet and the inner edge
of its rings. The 20-year mission ends in September, when the probe
will burn up in Saturn’s atmosphere v w
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From April 22 Cassini will dive 20 times, once
every seven days, through 2,400km gap
between planet and innermost ring

Probe will make detailed maps of Saturn’s
gravity and magnetic fields to reveal
planet’s internal structure, and possibly
measure rotation rate

Spacecraft will also analyze samples and
capture close images of rings. Data should
help provide clues about age of ring
system and how it was formed

Moon discoveries
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Icy moon Enceladus

found to have subterranean ocean
of liquid salty water with conditions
benign enough to support microbial organisms.
Presence of massive quantities of water makes Enceladus
prime target in search for other life in solar system
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