How the U.S. could denuclearize North Korea by force

The U.S. has the tools to destroy North Korea’s nuclear programme in a single, massive surprise
strike, but the lack of precise intelligence means the military option is fraught with danger
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> Aircraft: Fleet of at least five

B-2 bombers could dismantle
known nuclear production
infrastructure and storage sites
B-2 Spirit: Equipped
with either 16 900kg
GBU-31 JDAMSs or two
13,600kg GBU-57
Massive Ordnance
Penetrators capable
of reaching deep
underground bunkers
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Rocket artillery: Biggest cost of
North Korean artillery barrage in
response to any attack would be
at least partial destruction of Seoul
Ballistic missiles: P’yongyang’s
existing stockpile could easily
deliver around 1 kiloton (1,000
metric tons) of high explosives
beyond Korean Peninsula

” Nuclear strike: North Korea may
have two to five nuclear warheads
which could be fitted to Nodong
missile. Single nuclear strike
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U.S. views so far untested
4 Hwaseong-13 (KN-08)
road-mobile intercontinental
ballistic missile
L as operational

Range 5,500~
6,000km

North Korea fields over
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Sinpo-class submarine
capable of launching
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