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With U.S.-Chinese relations entering unknown territory under Donald Trump's
administration, it is likely China will push to finish developing seven artificial

islands in the disputed South China Sea. Over the past two years Beijing
has added 1,300 hectares of land and built three, 3km-long runways

capable of accommodating large military jets
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China developing military base
with large harbour
In July Permanent Court of Arbitration
rules reef belongs to Philippines.
China calls ruling “ill-founded”
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Paracel Islands:
Under Chinese control
– claimed by Vietnam
and Taiwan 
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WEAPONS
SYSTEMS:
Satellite
images
show China 
is building
anti-aircraft
guns and
close-in
weapons systems (CIWS) to protect
against cruise missile strikes at each
of its seven outposts in Spratly Islands

AIRCRAFT: Each of three airstrips has
hangar space for 24 fighter jets plus
3-4 larger planes, including largest
planes in Chinese fleet such as
Xian H-6K nuclear-capable bomber

Xian H-6K: Strategic
bomber capable of
attacking U.S. carrier
battle groups and
priority targets
in Asia
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