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The F-35 Joint Strike Fighter is the Pentagon’s most expensive weapons
acquisition ever, and the stealthy jet could be seen as a big target for

cost cutting when U.S. President-elect Donald Trump takes office

TEN LARGEST PENTAGON PROGRAMMES IN 2015
By acquisition cost, $bn (FY 2016)
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ESTIMATED COSTS (F-35A)
Helmet: LCD displays take input
from aircraft sensors and overlay
them on pilot’s field of view
$400,000

Avionics: Include phased
array radar, precision targeting
system and 360° situational
awareness sensors. $16m

Weapons: Internal bays
can carry four AIM-120
air-to-air missiles
$1.1m per missile

Engine: Single
Pratt & Whitney
F135 turbofan
$13m

Airframe: Structural composites form
35 percent of weight. Skin embedded
with radar-absorbing “fibre mat”. $65m
25mm gun
$12m


