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A Roman Catholic Pope and the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox
Church will meet for the first time in a bid to heal the 1,000-year-old rift

between the Western and Eastern branches of Christianity
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Great Schism, 1054: Eastern
Christian churches (led by
Patriarch of Constantinople,
Michael Cerularius) and Western
Church (led by Pope Leo IX)
separate over cultural, political,
and religious differences


