Starfish-killing robot to be unleashed

An autonomous robot designed to search for the invasive crown-of-
thorns starfish (COTS) and give them a lethal injection, is to be
deployed on the Great Barrier Reef. COTS, which prey on coral,

have destroyed up to 40% of the reef over the last 30 years
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Robot trained to recognise COTS
from among vast range of corals
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Robot operates over one metre of seafloor
for up to eight hours at a time,
delivering over
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