Prophet Muhammad-era manuscript discovered

What may be the world’s oldest fragments of
the Koran have been discovered at the University :
of Birmingham in England. Radiocarbon dating
found the manuscript of the Muslim holy text
to be at least 1,370 years old, making it
among the earliest in existence
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Early Muslims @ Facing religious

Muhammad is born According to Muslim

in Mecca, a prosperous tradition, the word of God in Mecca adopt Islam as persecution, Muslims are
city ruled by the Quraysh |is revealed to Prophet complete way of life, sent to Christian Aksumite
clan. Quraysh nobility Muhammad by Archangel | based on belief in one Empire — present-day
are prolific merchant Gabriel. nitially verses are god — Allah. Ethiopia and Eritrea — to
traders that control memorised — later written The monotheist faith is spread word. Others, led
Mecca’s Kaaba as a on sheep or goat skin, seen as a threat among by Prophet Muhammad,
place of pilgrimage parchment or stone ruling Quraysh migrate to oasis town of

i i Iy Yathrib (Medina)
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of caravan raids, fights deal with Quraysh, Prophet dies. Successor, caliph Uthman ibn Affan, orders
and battles between Muhammad leads an army Abu Bakr (632-34), that verses of Koran are
Quraysh traders and to Mecca. Quraysh leaders | commissions collection assembled in one
Muslims of Medina. surrender. Kaaba is of verses from Koran definitive book. Originally
Defeat of Quraysh at cleared of idols and written in Hijazi script,
Battle of Badr in 624 rededicated to Allah. [KLECLLY Caliph Umaribn  copies are sent to Irag,

is seen as a turning It becomes unifying point al-Khattab continues Yemen, Egypt and

point for Muslims among Muslims worldwide collection throughout Muslim world

688-744: Diacritical marks — including dots to indicate vowels — are devised by Al-Hajjaj bin Yusuf and Abu’l-Aswad al-Du’ali
850 onwards: Diacriticals help non-Arabic converts to Islam differentiate between similar looking letters
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