Where countries stand on
making ransom payments
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CANADA

No ransom
payments, prisoner
swaps, negotiation
with hostage-takers
or immunity from prosecution

Family members paid $450,000 to
free British yachting couple Rachel
and Paul Chandler (left) in 2010

Gilad Shalit (left) —

r CONTINENTAL EUROPE

France, Germany, Italy and
Spain have directly paid ransoms
to hostage-takers, sparking
criticism that they are funding
terrorism. Al Qaeda is estimated

to have earned at least $125 million
from kidnappings since 2008

French President Francois Hollande
(centre) with Didier Francgois,
Edouard Elias, Nicolas Hénin and
Pierre Torres — four journalists freed
in Syria in 2014 for reported $18m
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