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1865: Wagner’s opera Tristan and 
Isolde premiered in Munich, Germany
1935: Bill Wilson and Dr Bob Smith 
founded Alcoholics Anonymous in 
Akron, Ohio, to help alcoholics “to 
stay sober and help other alcoholics 
achieve sobriety”
1940: Italian dictator Benito Mussolini 
declared war on France and Britain
1965: A BEA Trident jet made the 
first landing by automatic pilot on a 
commercial flight

Czechoslovakia’s first free 
election since 1946 saw President 
Vaclav Havel’s Civic Forum party 
form the first non-communist 
government in over 40 years
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