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The U.S. has declared Venezuela a threat to national security and
imposed sanctions on seven officials from the oil-rich nation in the worst

diplomatic dispute since President Nicolas Maduro took office in 2013
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COLLAPSING ECONOMY LINKED TO FALLING PRICE OF CRUDE OIL (WTI*)

*West Texas Intermediate oil price benchmark
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Sharp drop in oil price leads to
severe economic recession,
intensifying political instability
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Feb 2014: Unrest breaks out with nationwide protests calling for
freedom of speech, better security and end to goods shortages.
  Tensions with U.S. flare. Crisis is ongoing
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