Screening passengers for the Ebola virus
Screening airport passengers for signs of Ebola could limit the spread
of the virus across international borders, although such safeguards —
including medical surveys and temperature scans — are not foolproof

TEMPERATURE CHECKS

Handheld infrared thermometer
pointed at forehead estimates body
temperature within seconds.

Checks can miss people with no
symptoms (Ebola incubates for up
to 21 days), or those
taking drugs such
as ibuprofen
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they have been exposed to Ebola,
or may not disclose information

MEDICAL TESTS
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Customs staff at points
of entry observe and
question passengers
for signs of illness.
Infected person can
appear perfectly well
if they have not yet
developed symptoms

Travellers with raised
temperature subjected to
blood test or quarantine.
Ebola test takes hours
or days to get result
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Show heat of passengers
as they walk past — those
displaying red are stopped
for further screening.
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