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Health officials in Saudi Arabia have increased infection control measures
to avoid an outbreak of the deadly Middle East Respiratory Syndrome

(MERS) during the annual Hajj pilgrimage in October
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MERS: Belongs
to family of
coronaviruses that
includes SARS
and common cold
Sep 2012: Jumped
from animals to
humans – virus 
is active in 35%
of camels in
Saudi Arabia

Oct: Two million
foreign visitors
will congregate in
Mecca for annual
Hajj pilgrimage


