
© GRAPHIC NEWS

PANAMA

EGYPT

THAILAND

COSTA
RICA

MALAYSIA

Sources: World Ocean Review, International Maritime Organisation, wire agencies

In the 100 years since the Panama Canal was built, globalisation of trade
has seen international shipping volumes soar. Today, new canals are

planned and existing ones are enlarging to accommodate higher demand
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New Panamax

Bigger vessels require bigger canals
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GROWTH OF GLOBAL MERCHANT FLEET (capacity in millions of tonnes)

Up 74.5%
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Jan 2014: China-backed
$40bn proposal approved

Mar 2014:
Chinese
engineering
firms looking at
building $25bn canal
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Aug 2014:
Egypt announces
plans for new
Suez Canal to run
parallel with
current waterway
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