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200km
125 miles

China plans to extend its railway line to Tibet to the borders of India,
Nepal and Bhutan once an extension to Shigatse, Tibet’s second city

and a key site in Tibetan Buddhism, opens in August
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Lhasa-Shigatse
Length: 254km
Cost: $2 billion

Opened in 2006
Opens August 2014
Planned for 2020

Mt. Everest

Qinghai-Tibet Railway
Length: 1,142km
Cost: $4bn
Passengers:
7.5m (2013)
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China claims part
of Indian state.

India plans to fortify
54 new border posts

Critics say railway
spurs influx of migrants
who threaten Tibetans’
cultural integrity

Shigatse:
Traditional seat of
Panchen Lama –
Tibetan Buddhism’s
second-highest figure
Shethongmon mine:
Beijing believes Tibet’s
mineral reserves are
worth around $96bn

Kathmandu:
Nepal wants railway
extended to capital,
alarming India

Nyingchi: Rich
in hydropower
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