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U.S. production of liquid petroleum is on the verge of surpassing the
previous peak reached in 1970, as the boom in shale oil and gas

continues to bolster America’s energy self-sufficiency
U.S. PETROLEUM PRODUCTION (million barrels per day) 
Includes crude oil and natural gas liquids

Data estimated for 2013 and 2014
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IEA predicts
U.S. will surpass

Saudi Arabia
(11.7m bpd in 2012)
to become world’s

top oil producer
 by 2015

2005: 6.9m bpd
Beginning of U.S. shale
gas drilling activity

1990: 8.9m bpd
Output declines. U.S invades
Iraq to defend Kuwaiti oilfields

1985: 10.6m bpd
Peak of Prudhoe Bay
(Alaska) oil production

Apr 2014: 11.27m bpd
Growth approaches

average for 1970

1970: 11.3m bpd
Production peaks


